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President’s Message
Juan Perez
PVAF Chapter President

How sad it is too said goodbye to a friend, father and husband like you Michal Foster. 
But a friend never leaves: he lives in our hearts. Fly high friend from the Board of Direc-
tors, Volunteer and Staff of PVA Florida Chapter our condolences to all his family and 
friends. We will miss you Mike rest in peace. 

Let me remind you that on the first Thursday of each month we continue to have our pizza day at the Miami VA 
and are always taking precautions for the patients by delivering the food outside the VA. We also were able 
to celebrate events like Labor Day, Veterans Day and Thanksgiving Luncheon by delivering food in their own 
individual trays. The events inside the hospital are still going on with the inpatients. 

The Annual Paralyzed Veterans of America Florida Chapter Golf Tournament held at the Woodmont Country 
Club in Tamarac, Florida. We had one of our most successful years thus far. Many golfers turned out in support 
of the PVA Florida Chapter Fundraiser. We showed our appreciation for our sponsors and donors. All with an 
abundance of appreciation certificates, plaques, and trophies.

We tongs of Gratitude, a really special thank you goes to Linda Brown-Doriot and Jim Del Vecchio, all Volun-
teers for their hard work and dedication putting together this wonderful event. We truly thank all of our corpo-
rate, sponsors and thank the “Veterans” Sponsors including First Nation Group, The Malo Family and Ocean 
Conversions. Again, thank you for your tremendous support.  With great thanks, Golf Committee Juan Perez, 
Jim DelVecchio , Hartley Key, Charles Brown, Kenny Roberts, Veronica Amador. If you like to see the pictures 
see bellow the link for the PVA Florida Chapter Golf 2022.

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOGmy5r16xhcZU2st9XYJOh5x36FCWF_-GSgnj7OOegJpK_sX-
Ouso1jvQfM0sKLyA?key=bVA5cjRxRXJOcTlBMVJ5Q1pydDAtWFR6RjE0dldR

Remember for sport we have the bowling team that meets on Fridays. Lastly, we remind people that if you 
need any help, we are here for our members please call us at the PVAF office (954) 565-8885 or email me 
pvaf@aol.com.

Until the next time stay well, I wish you all a safe and happy holidays.

Juan Perez 
President PVAF
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Calendar of Events 2022
November 2022
November 11, 2022

Veterans Day – Office Closed due to holiday
November 15, 2022

BOD Meeting
Via ZOOM 

November 17, 2022
Thanksgiving Luncheon 

Miami VA Hospital
November 24, 2022

Thanksgiving – Office Closed
November 25, 2022

Office Closed in Observance of  
Thanksgiving Holiday

December 2022
December 19, 2022

Holiday Luncheon
Miami VA Hospital 

December 20, 2022
BOD Meeting

Via ZOOM 
December 25, 2022

Merry Christmas
December 21 –January 02

Office Closed due to Christmas/New Year’s holiday

Membership Report
As of November 30, 2022 PVA Florida Chapter 

membership consists of 349 regular Members & 122 
Associates Members:

PVA Florida Chapter welcomes new member: 

The Sunshine
Wants to know what’s on Your Mind?

Call or e-mail us with Your ideas, suggestions.
PVAF@aol.com • 954-565-8885

VA Facilities
Veterans Health Administration
Toll-Free Hotline (medical care)

1-877-222-8387

VA Regional Office, St. Petersburg
PO Box 1437

St. Petersburg, FL 33731
1-800-827-1000

Regional Processing Office
Atlanta, GA (educational claims)

PO Box 54346
Atlanta, GA 30308
1-888-442-4551

VA Insurance Center
(VA Insurance)
PO Box 42954

Philadelphia, PA 19101
1-800-669-8477

VA Health Administrative Center:
(CHAMPVA and Spina Bida health care)

CHAMPVA inquiries:
PO Box 65023, Denver, CO 80206-5023

CHAMPVA claims:
PO Box 65024, Denver, CO 80206-5024

Spina Bida inquiries and claims:
PO Box 65025, Denver, CO 80206-5025

1-800-733-8387

VA Loan Guaranty Eligibility Center
(Certificates of eligibility)

PO Box 20729
Winston Salem, NC 27120

1-888-244-6711

National Cemetery Administration
Office of Memorial Programs:

(Headstones & markers)
810 Vermont Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20420

1-800-697-6947
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD) Unit

Chicago VA Regional Office
1-800-829-4833

Miami VA Health Care Medical Center:
1201 NW 16 Street

Miami, FL 33125
1-888-276-1785

VA Outpatient Clinic
9800 West Commercial Blvd.

Sunrise, FL 33351
Phone: (954) 475-5500

VA Medical Center
7305 N Military Trail

West Palm Beach, FL 33410-6400
1-800-972-8262

Visit us on the web @WWW.PVAFL.ORG

Advertisers in the Issue
Mobility Works...................................................... 12

Ryan Realty............................................................... 7

First National........................................................... 9

Ocean Conversions and Mobility....................... 23

Rollx Vans............................................................... 24
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Advocacy Report
Redzuan Razak
First of I would like to wish everyone happy holidays. I would also like to thank all of 
our members who participated in the survey given out by national this last quarter. 
We have learned a lot from this survey and have heard your voices loud and clear. 
From this survey we have learned that most of our members want to learn more 
about their injuries and the biggest reason some members do not show up to PVAF 
events is due to the lack of transportation and the distance of these events. We are 
working towards finding a solution for this and may also start more online events to 
connect us together. It would be interesting to see if we would get a response from 
you, our Florida members on what events would interest you, so we may focus on the more popular sports 
and recreational events to fulfill your interests. We also encourage you to form a group, like let’s say if we have 
some members interested in dominos, you can gather and form the group and the chapter will support you 
any way we can, within means of course.

.As for our advocacy work regarding helping Disney modify their policies to be more friendly towards persons 
with disabilities. The issue in question was the inability for someone with a disability to use their prescribed 
cushion on one or more of any of the Disney attractions in Orlando. The Disney attorney and disability rep-
resentative has thus far been cooperative and sensitive to our plight. It is my hope that we collaborate with 
the and help make their parks, friendlier towards their disabled patrons and their families. We have still yet to 
hear a response from Universal Studious however and I will be following up with our advocacy professionals 
after we have tackled Disney. The family caregivers’ program is now open to veterans of all eras; I feel like you 
qualify for the program please reach out to our NSO Raul Accosta to apply for the benefits of the program. As 
a result of the previous election, we now have a somewhat divided government, it is our hope that though di-
vided both parties can come to an agreement when it comes to issues and legislation that will directly benefit 
or affect our membership.

.I would also like to report that the board have authorized the President to hire a new Executive Director, we 
have started a community to vet all possible candidates and have presented the president with a couple of 
viable options. We believe that a professional executive director is needed to help propel our chapter to 
better serve our members. If you know of any candidates with the necessary specialties and capabilities to be 
considered for this position, please submit their resume to the PVAF Board, Officers, and office.

.In closing I intend to do a follow up survey for PVAF to see what you, our members would like to see happen, 
what activities do you enjoy and how we can make the chapter more accessible and inclusive to you, our 
member. If you would like to have your voices heard please make sure your contact information is up to date 
by contacting PVAF office. Happy Holidays to all of you and may God bless you and your families.
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Vice President
Maria M. Miranda Benitez

Tis the Season Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Hope you all are doing well this holiday season. These past months we have 
been working with many activities and fundraisings. We had a scuba diving trip 
with a group of PVAF members and they had a blast. I hope we can have more 
members scuba certified so they can enjoy the freedom in the water. 

We did our annual Golf Tournament, and it was an amazing turnout. We had more people this year and the 
fundraiser was larger as well. Like every year the City of Sunrise after their 5K Run donated to PVAF, and we 
are greatly appreciating their donation and support towards PVAF. 

The weekend of November 4, 5 and 6 was and Abilities Expo at DoubleTree Miami Airport Convention Center 
about sports and PN. It was a PVA National Expo, but PVAF represented PVA National proudly. 

The bowling team has kept practicing; we should have a bowling tournament. Again, I want to welcome all 
the new MS and ALS members to our Chapter and our organization. In the holiday season their many of our 
members that are alone and will enjoy a call, a card or just a simple smile and hi. Let’s begin this season with 
that, very simple gesture. 

May you all have the health and strength to enjoy this holiday season and the New Year 2023. 

Respectfully,
Maria M. Miranda
Vice President
PVAF
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Classified Ads
Spokesman classified section is provided at no 
cost to PVAF members. Please call Juan Perez by 
the first of the month prior to publication if you 
would like to advertise with us: (954) 565-8885.

If you are interested in ensuring quality health 
care, wheelchair sports, recreation, advocacy, ADA 
education and helping to improve the lives of t 
hose with SCI/D call today to Become a PVAF  
Associate Member! (954) 565-8885
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Florida Chapter

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, VOLUNTEERS  
AND STAFF OF PVA FLORIDA CHAPTER  

OUR CONDOLENCES TO ALL HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS,  
WE WILL MISS YOU MIKE REST IN PEACE.
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On Location 
MIAMI ABILITIES EXPO, DOUBLETREE MIAMI AIRPORT CONVENTION CENTER

Florida Chapter
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PVA Florida Clubhouse Birthdays
PVAF, Improving the Lives of Those with Spinal Cord Injury 
and Disease

October Birthday 
Dallas R. Lineberry...............Oct 03
Dewey W. Sims.....................Oct 03
Terrance Bunch....................Oct 03
Frank A. Roster.....................Oct 03
Otha B. Brown, Jr.................Oct 03
Raymond W. Keyes..............Oct 04
Charlie Ballard......................Oct 05
Henry C. Hice........................Oct 07
Reginald Franklin.................Oct 07
Brian C. White.......................Oct 07
Daniel J. Gumbert................Oct 09
Baris I. Litvak.........................Oct 09
William T. Savage.................Oct 09
Carl W. Ford..........................Oct 10
Rafael E. Rangel....................Oct 10
Ralph M. Brown....................Oct 11
Marci Casallo........................Oct 12
John A. Noser.......................Oct 12
Patricia Aguiar DeLaRosa....Oct 12
Barton I. Kessler....................Oct 14
Kenneth A. Tauer..................Oct 14
James A. Birberick...............Oct 16
Gordon L. Mobley................Oct 16
Galo F. Vega..........................Oct 16
Edward J. Johnson..............Oct 17
Charles H. Todd....................Oct 18
Timothy M. Czamara............Oct 20
Teddy Pomerantz.................Oct 20
Jorge E. Tabares...................Oct 20
Walter M. Drake...................Oct 21
Gilberto P. Bermudez...........Oct 21
Tabares E. Jorge...................Oct 21
Clint L. Toombs.....................Oct 22
Pedro Montalvo....................Oct 23
Dennis R. Kelly......................Oct 23
Theodore M. Holmes...........Oct 27
Misako Snyder......................Oct 28
Ronald E. Griffin...................Oct 28
Natalie H. Solomon..............Oct 29
Charles L. Pritt.......................Oct 29
Jack D. Layne........................Oct 29
Ernesto J. Marquez................ Oct 3	
Carol S. Welcher...................Oct 31

November Birthday 
Rodney L. Travers................ Nov 01
Michelle Allen...................... Nov 01
Carlos A. Leon..................... Nov 01
Fay L. Anderson Smith........ Nov 02
Larry T. Smith....................... Nov 02
Anthony D. Steele............... Nov 04
Harvey Goodman................ Nov 06
Gaetano J. Tata.................... Nov 06
Tyrone Vance Owens Woods.Nov 06
Maria M. Miranda Benitez.. Nov 06
Lawrence I. Wurman........... Nov 08
Pedro L. Rivera..................... Nov 09
Ronald A. Seeney................ Nov 09
Robert L. Fecske.................. Nov 10
Dennis R. Bloomquist......... Nov 10
Andrew L. Cunninghame... Nov 12
Winston D. Cover................ Nov 14
Robert G. LeeTom............... Nov 15
Luis R. Fernandez................ Nov 16
Johnny L. Pointer................. Nov 17
Martin M. O’Connor............ Nov 17
Allen T. Smith....................... Nov 21
Donald R. Gibbs.................. Nov 22
Rick D. Griswold.................. Nov 22
Hubert J. Shifflett................. Nov 22
David A. Korpinen............... Nov 23
Abraham H. Hamber.......... Nov 25
Loren L. Wieland................. Nov 26
Otis W. Smith....................... Nov 27
Veronica P. Amador............ Nov 27
Ricardo E. Cumberbatch.... Nov 29
Robert A. Nesbitt................. Nov 30

December Birthday 
Daniel L. Kilian..................... Dec 01
John C. Fryman................... Dec 01
Thomas K. Fellion................ Dec 01
James J. Masterson............ Dec 01
Michael A. Cleveland.......... Dec 03
Raymond Chrampanis........ Dec 03
Curtis E. Clark...................... Dec 03
Richard MacConnell........... Dec 06
Rudolph J. Williams............ Dec 08
Julio Alvarado..................... Dec 09
Michael A. Fidler................. Dec 09
Manford A. Lunde............... Dec 10
Michael R. Grimm............... Dec 12
Enrique Lopez..................... Dec 12
Robert D. Medlock, Sr......... Dec 13
Philip Rubin.......................... Dec 13
Anibal O. Carvajal............... Dec 13
Jaime A. Meza..................... Dec 13
Stephen H. Dollins.............. Dec 14
Raul Acosta.......................... Dec 14
Laquantis S. Morton............ Dec 15
Rolando V. Quintero........... Dec 16
Sih Efil................................... Dec 23
Earl L. Goldberg.................. Dec 23
Raymond J. Alexander....... Dec 24
Thomas H. Corey................. Dec 24
Joseph J. Ice........................ Dec 25
Pedro (Pete) J. Ruiz.............. Dec 25
James E. Freese................... Dec 26
Alfred P. Romano................. Dec 27
Rene Ramirez....................... Dec 28
Calvin L. Lanham................. Dec 29
James E. Eddie , Jr.............. Dec 29
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GOLF TOURNAMENT, WOODMONT COUNTRY CLUB, TAMARAC, FL

On Location 
Florida Chapter
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GOLF TOURNAMENT, WOODMONT COUNTRY CLUB, TAMARAC, FL

On Location 
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News Round-Up
Recent news regarding legislation and regulatory actions affecting veterans and people with disabilities.
Written and produced by Paralyzed Veterans of America - Government Relations Department

PVA SUBMITS COMMENTS ON MINIMUM SEAT DIMENSIONS ON AIRPLANES
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Department of Transportation (DOT), issued a Request for Com-
ments on minimum seat dimensions of passenger seats on airplanes. The request sought comments on the 
minimum width, length, pitch or legroom, and other necessary dimensions for safety during airplane evacua-
tions. Airplane seat widths and pitches have significantly decreased over the decades. Some airlines have seat 
widths as small as 16.5-inches and pitches as short as 28-inches. Although FAA conducted evacuation simula-
tions in preparation of the request, the simulations excluded people with mobility disabilities and did not in-
clude older adults. Evacuation procedures for individuals with disabilities have not been updated since 1977.

PVA submitted comments explaining that small seat widths and pitches and narrow aisle widths cause safety 
issues for the evacuation of individuals with disabilities and older adults. The Air Carrier Access Act and DOT 
Airline Passengers with Disabilities Bill of Rights outline the fundamental rights of passengers with disabilities, 
including the right to be treated with dignity and respect. PVA contended that failure to consider the safety 
of people with disabilities fails to recognize these rights. The comment period ended on November 1, 2022.   

HVAC HOLDS MARKUP ON CLOTHING ALLOWANCE LEGISLATION
The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC) held a full committee markup on November 16 on legislation, 
including the Mark O’Brien VA Clothing Allowance Improvement Act (H.R. 4772). This legislation, which is now 
ready for the House floor, would make clothing allowance payments automatic until the VA determines the 
veteran is no longer eligible to receive the benefit. Companion legislation in the Senate is S. 2513, the Brian 
Neuman VA Clothing Allowance Improvement Act. We are hopeful that improvements to clothing allowance will 
pass this year. Please contact your members of Congress about this legislation by clicking here.

PVA MEETS WITH U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
On November 9, PVA Advocacy Attorney, Danica Gonzalves, attended a roundtable discussion with the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia, Department of Justice (DOJ), to discuss disability-based 
discrimination veterans face in the jurisdiction. Along with other veterans’ organizations, PVA had the oppor-
tunity to raise significant issues impacting our members. Ms. Gonzalves relayed concerns of insufficient ac-
cessible parking, physical barriers at both public and private buildings, and lack of or inadequate curb ramps 
and sidewalks. PVA also emphasized the need for DOJ to intervene in hotel bed heights, that are often too 
high for wheelchair users.

VETERAN’S DAY IN OUR NATION’S CAPITAL
Last week, Washington, D.C. was alive with Veteran’s Day celebrations. Several PVA Executive Committee 
members and National staff attended events throughout the Capital. This year marked one of the largest 
gatherings at Arlington National Cemetery since the COVID-19 pandemic began. This year was special for 
several veteran monuments as well. 2022 marks the 40th anniversary of the Vietnam Wall Memorial. Estab-
lished in 1982, the Vietnam Wall Memorial stands as a promise to never forget the service and sacrifice of 
Vietnam war veterans. 

Additionally, this year marks the 25th anniversary of the Military Women’s Memorial at Arlington National 
Cemetery. And after being delayed because of the pandemic, the Native American Veteran Memorial was 
finally able to hold its official opening ceremony on Veteran’s Day.
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RESULTS OF THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS 
The overwhelming majority of members currently serving on the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee (HVAC) 
won their bids for reelection. The only loss as a direct result of the November 8 election was the Chair of 
HVAC’s Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs Subcommittee, Elaine Luria. Representatives Madison Caw-
thorn (R-NC), Connie Conway (R-CA), and Conor Lamb (D-PA) lost their primaries or sought higher office and 
will not be returning to the chamber. Meanwhile, the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee could be virtually 
unchanged in the 118th Congress as four senators on the Committee won their respective races. 

UBER SENDS NOTIFICATIONS VIA APP AND EMAIL FOR WAIT TIME FEE REFUNDS
In response to a settlement agreement with the Department of Justice (DOJ), Uber is crediting more than 
65,000 eligible riders with disabilities double the amount of wait time fees charged. Uber sent emails and 
app notifications to eligible riders. Eligible riders should review their emails and Uber app in the “Uber hub” 
section to check whether they received a notification that they are eligible for ride credits or, in some cases, 
money payments.

In April 2016, Uber began charging customers wait time fees if the rider was unable to board the vehicle with-
in two minutes. A lawsuit, filed in November 2021, alleged Uber violated the Americans with Disabilities Act 
by discriminating against people with disabilities for failing to modify its policy for individuals, who because 
of their disability, may need additional time to board the vehicle. In the DOJ settlement, Uber agreed to re-
fund eligible riders and provide wait time fee waivers for future trips.

For the next two years, Uber will waive wait time fees for riders with disabilities who self-certify that they, or 
someone with whom they frequently travel, needs additional time to board a vehicle. Riders must fill out a 
waiver on the Uber app or online. Riders who do not fill out the waiver, but are charged wait time fees, can 
request a refund within 30 days. Information about the waivers is available on Uber’s website.

NEWS OF NOTE
November is National Family Caregivers Month 

The Administration for Community Living has posted resources for observing National Family Caregivers 
Month as well as information to assist caregivers. To learn more about available resources, please click here. 

NADTC Releases New Guide on Funding for Transportation Programs

The National Aging and Disability Transportation Center (NADTC) has recently released a new resource guide 
on federal funding for transportation programs serving older adults and people with disabilities. The guide 
is available here.

HEARINGS & COMMITTEE ACTION
PVA Testifies at House Hearing on Improving Access to Air Travel

On November 17, the House Transportation and Infrastructure, Aviation Subcommittee held a hearing titled, 
“Accessible Air Travel: Addressing Challenges for Passengers with Disabilities.” Heather Ansley, Associate Ex-
ecutive Director of Government Relations, testified on behalf of PVA. To watch the hearing, please click here. 
To read the testimony, please click here. 

Upcoming Veterans’ Affairs Committee Action

Please visit the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee webpage and the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee web-
page for information on upcoming hearings and markups. 

News Round-Up
Recent news regarding legislation and regulatory actions  
affecting veterans and people with disabilities.
Written and produced by Paralyzed Veterans of America - 
Government Relations Department
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